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East Hardwick Better Connections Resource List 

Access and Linkages (Bike/ Pedestrian/ Transportation) 

• VTrans Bicycle and Pedestrian Program - The intent of the VTrans Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Program is to improve access and safety for people walking and bicycling through the planning, 

design and construction of infrastructure projects. 

 

• Carbon Reduction Program Federal Grant Awards - provides funding to states and metropolitan 

planning organizations (MPOs) to reduce transportation-related carbon emissions. The program is 

administered by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). 

 

 

• Local Motion Technical Assistance Services  - Local Motion provides a range of free or low-cost 

technical assistance services to communities working to build complete streets and encourage 

active transportation like walking and biking.  

 

• Downtown Transportation Fund -  a financing tool which assists municipalities in paying for 

transportation-related capital improvements within or serving a Designated Downtown and 

eligible Designated Village Centers.  

 

• Vtrans Transportation Alternatives Program -  provides funding for projects defined as 

transportation alternatives (click here for additional FHWA guidance), including on- and off-road 

pedestrian and bicycle facilities, infrastructure projects for improving non-driver access to public 

transportation and enhancing mobility, community improvement activities, and environmental 

mitigation, trails that serve a transportation purpose, and safe routes to school projects. 

 

 

• AARP Walk Audit - Learn how to assess and report on the safety and walkability of a street, 

intersection or neighborhood — and inspire needed change. 

Comfort & Image (Water/ Drainage/ Stormwater Management 

• Clean Water Grants - the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation’s (DEC) Clean 

Water Initiative Program (CWIP) coordinates with committed state and federal agencies and local 

partners to fund, develop, implement, and track clean water projects that protect and restore water 

quality. (Ethan Swift at DEC - would be a good resource to connect with.) 

• Village Wastewater Solutions Initiative: Villages form the heart of Vermont’s rural communities, 

but more than 200 villages lack community sewer systems, hampering revitalization. To 

overcome this challenge, Vermont has formed an interagency Village Wastewater Initiative 

Committee (VWIC) lead by the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). The 

committee meets biweekly to discuss the progress of the villages, development of tools and 

resources, and coordination between funders and service providers. 

https://vtrans.vermont.gov/highway/local-projects/bike-ped
https://climatechange.vermont.gov/cprg
https://www.localmotion.org/complete_streets_technical_assistance
https://accd.vermont.gov/community-development/funding-incentives/downtown-transportation-fund
https://vtrans.vermont.gov/highway/local-projects/transport-alt
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/fastact/factsheets/transportationalternativesfs.cfm
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/getting-around/aarp-walk-audit-tool-kit.html
https://dec.vermont.gov/water-investment/cwi/clean-water-grants
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdec.vermont.gov%2Fvillage-wastewater&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Elvidge%40vermont.gov%7Ca2b6a2c86fdb4b6bad2208dc4292d073%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638458445521401632%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QEG83IV4B4B4vJbtmg4ajJXZVX3EPuNUlNfW3i%2Bo36s%3D&reserved=0
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• Better Roads Program - A grant program for municipalities that provides funds for planning and 

erosion control projects that improve water quality and reduce maintenance costs.  

• Vermont's CWSRF Program provides funding for Vermont's Clean Water projects in the form of 

low interest loans to municipalities and private entities for eligible projects.  Several types of 

loans are available.   

    Planning Loans: Term of 5 to 15 years with 0% interest. 

    Final Design Loans: Terms of 5 to 15 years with 0% interest. 

    Municipal Construction Loans: Terms of 20 to 30 years with 2% administrative fee, 

annually. Terms need to be less than or equal to asset life. 

    Natural Infrastructure project loans, including through Interim Financing and Water 

nfrastructure Sponsorship Program (WISPr).  

Note: Most Planning and Final Design Loans are rolled into the construction loan at closing, 

and administrative fees would apply then. 

Note: Loans involve delayed repayment. 

Uses & Activities (Improve Housing, LVRT, River Access) 

 

• Bicycle and Pedestrian Program: (see above) Connect the trail to town 

 

• Northern Border Regional Commission Catalyst Program stimulates economic growth and 

inspires partnerships that improve rural economic vitality across the four-state NBRC region. 

The Catalyst Program supports a broad range of economic development initiatives that 

modernize and expand water and wastewater systems; revitalize transportation infrastructure; 

establish workforce development programs and facilities; grow outdoor recreation 

infrastructure and economies; and construct new childcare and healthcare facilities. 

 

• Municipal Planning Grants – grant program to support planning in your village.  Good for 

town plans and specific planning projects (i.e. economic development, zoning, transportation, 

etc.).  Also, the Municipal Planning Grants would be a good fit for village revitalization 

planning and could focus on improving the historic buildings, streetscape and engage the 

community to define a vision for the village.  

 

• Recreational Trails Program (RTP) :RTP provides annual funding to Vermont communities 

for the development, restoration, and maintenance of public recreational trails with a focus on 

project planning and development. 

 

https://vtrans.vermont.gov/highway/local-projects/bike-ped
https://www.nbrc.gov/content/Catalyst
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Faccd.vermont.gov%2Fcommunity-development%2Ffunding-incentives%2Fmunicipal-planning-grant&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Elvidge%40vermont.gov%7Ca2b6a2c86fdb4b6bad2208dc4292d073%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638458445521358982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DzoeGB3QUG5Raw%2FyrTueMvZsq9ZFC2SxrYRimLa6Uro%3D&reserved=0
https://fpr.vermont.gov/recreational-trails-program
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• Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF): LWCF supports the development of public 

outdoor recreation opportunities across Vermont, with a focus on creating parks and open 

spaces, enhancing recreation areas and facilities, and protecting wilderness areas and forests.  

 

• Homes for All: The Vermont Homes for All Toolkit and community engagement process will 

re-introduce Missing Middle Housing to Vermont by focusing statewide attention on small-

scale gentle infill and incremental development as a strategy to address Vermont’s housing 

and affordability crisis. 

 

• Vermont Housing Improvement Program 2.0: VHIP 2.0 offers grants or forgivable loans to: 

• Rehabilitate existing vacant units 

• Rehabilitate structural elements affecting multiple units, such as the roof of a multi-

family property 

• Develop a new Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) on an owner-occupied property 

• Create new units within an existing structure 

• Create a new structure with five or fewer residential units 

• Complete repairs necessary for code compliance in occupied units (only eligible for 

10 year forgivable loan) 

• Rehabilitation projects can include updates to meet housing codes, weatherization, 

and accessibility improvements, of eligible rental housing units. 

 

• Vermont Outdoor Recreation Economic Collaborative (VOREC) Community Grant Program: 

This grant program is intended to fund community projects that leverage outdoor recreation, 

which VOREC defines as leisure, sport and therapeutic recreation activities pursued outdoors, 

mainly in a natural setting.  

• Eligible applicants: Municipalities and non-profit organizations 

• Grant amounts: Grant amounts: Depends on grant track – No match 

required 

• Current status: 2023 Recipients Announced 

• Funding source: one-time State General funds 

 

• Recreational Trails Program: This grant program provides annual funding to Vermont 

communities for the development and restoration of public recreational trails.   Eligible 

applicants: Municipalities, non-profit organizations, and other governmental entities. 

    Grant amounts: $50,000 maximum with no minimum – 20% match required 

    Current status: The 2025 grant round is now closed. Pre-applications were due 

December 6, 2024. 

    Funding source: Federal Highway Administration funds 

 

• Enhancement of Recreation Stewardship and Access (ERSA) Trail Grants: ERSA Trail 

Grants were one-time awards intended to fund projects that enhanced the stewardship and 

accessibility of trails across Vermont. 

https://fpr.vermont.gov/land-and-water-conservation-fund
https://accd.vermont.gov/homesforall
https://accd.vermont.gov/vhip
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Resources/ Similar Initiatives/ Case Studies: 

• Sample Vacant Property Ordinance: City of St. Albans 

• Look at our success stories on DHCD website and the Downtown Transportation Fund blog for 

inspiration. The Danville Case study might be a good one to review. 

• VTRANS LVRT Management Plan  

• The Civic Standard – Hardwick, Vermont 

• Main Street Master Plan – Springfield, Vermont (a Better Connections Plan) 

• Bethel Better Block - Bethel, Vermont 

 

• VT Green Streets Guide - https://vtcommunityforestry.org/projects/vermont-green-streets-guide 

• Vermont Planning Atlas – An easy-to-use tool that provides access to commonly requested data - 

the status of local planning and regulations, designation boundaries, and more.  

• Vermont Planning Manual – The Planning Manual offers up-to-date guidance on preparing 

municipal plans, as well as an overview of the state designation programs, and their benefits.   

• Vermont Downtown and Village Center Design Tool Kit 

• VCRD community visits: https://www.vtrural.org/community-visits/ 

• https://www.railstotrails.org/resource-library/  

• https://www.localmotion.org/complete_streets_technical_assistance   

 

Sociability (Buildings/ Facilities/ Community Spaces) 

• Village Center Designation Application Guidelines – lays out the requirements and process to 

apply for designation. 

• Village Center Benefits – East Hardwick has Village Designation. Eligible properties in the 

Village Center Designation could be eligible for tax credits. 

• Village Center Funding Directory – a list of grant opportunities to improve your village. 

• Downtown and Village Success Stories - Learn how other communities sparked revitalization, 

build community leadership, and made positive changes happen in their community. 

• Municipal Planning Grants – grant program to support planning in your village.  Good for town 

plans and specific planning projects (i.e. economic development, zoning, transportation, 

etc.).  Also, the Municipal Planning Grants would be a good fit for village revitalization planning 

and could focus on improving the historic buildings, streetscape and engage the community to 

define a vision for the village.  

• Historic Preservation Grants  - the most likely grant program to help public/nonprofit buildings in 

the community. 

• Northern Border Regional Commission grants – The Catalyst Program supports a broad range of 

economic development initiatives that modernize and expand water and wastewater systems; 

revitalize transportation infrastructure; establish workforce development programs and facilities; 

https://www.stalbansvt.com/vertical/sites/%7B6057F00C-4FBC-4942-B5A5-C142459B1038%7D/uploads/PHSO(1).pdf
https://accd.vermont.gov/community-development/success-stories
https://express.adobe.com/page/MrXJK0TETLywR/
https://railtrails.vermont.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/LVRT-Management-Plan-FINAL-2022.10.20-wAppendix.pdf
https://www.thecivicstandard.org/
https://vtrans.vermont.gov/sites/aot/files/planning/documents/scbc/Springfield_MP_Final-web.pdf
https://outside.vermont.gov/agency/ACCD/ACCD_Web_Docs/CD/CPR/Better-Places/TOOLKIT%20LINKS/CPR-BP-CaseStudy-BetterBlock-Bethel.pdf?_gl=1*1hzl4t8*_ga*MTcwMzk4NjUxNi4xNzI2NjY1NTc4*_ga_V9WQH77KLW*MTcyNzE5NjUyNy4xNy4wLjE3MjcxOTY5MjQuMC4wLjA.
https://vtcommunityforestry.org/projects/vermont-green-streets-guide
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmaps.vermont.gov%2FACCD%2FPlanningAtlas%2Findex.html%3Fviewer%3DPlanningAtlas&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Elvidge%40vermont.gov%7Ca2b6a2c86fdb4b6bad2208dc4292d073%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638458445521412268%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OOoknn1RnJuMUzPnwuEYzAy3801RYFPBECPpP%2FHt4bc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Faccd.vermont.gov%2Fcommunity-development%2Ftown-future%2Fmunicipal-planning-manual&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Elvidge%40vermont.gov%7Ca2b6a2c86fdb4b6bad2208dc4292d073%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638458445521417748%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=agWh7cwYF%2B9c3SDwoGb86yyPibntU2Gd3RvPYI69rf8%3D&reserved=0
https://outside.vermont.gov/agency/ACCD/ACCD_Web_Docs/CD/CPR/Resources-and-Rules/CPR-Planning-Design-Toolkit.pdf?_gl=1*1m544of*_ga*NzczNTE2MDYwLjE3MjQ4NTUxMDE.*_ga_V9WQH77KLW*MTcyNjI1MTI5OS4zMi4xLjE3MjYyNTE5NDMuMC4wLjA.
https://www.vtrural.org/community-visits/
https://www.railstotrails.org/resource-library/
https://www.localmotion.org/complete_streets_technical_assistance
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foutside.vermont.gov%2Fagency%2FACCD%2FACCD_Web_Docs%2FCD%2FCPR%2FState-Designation-Programs%2F2022_VCD_App_Guidelines.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Elvidge%40vermont.gov%7Ca2b6a2c86fdb4b6bad2208dc4292d073%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638458445521340534%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Leq%2F2lBV3Gww0JJrxkyN2IgzhJX4jYcBZVbDC9MLOY0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foutside.vermont.gov%2Fagency%2FACCD%2FACCD_Web_Docs%2FCD%2FCPR%2FState-Designation-Programs%2FCPR-VC-Designation-Benefits.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Elvidge%40vermont.gov%7Ca2b6a2c86fdb4b6bad2208dc4292d073%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638458445521347080%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U2vYU%2FZRPZFs9%2F%2Btkm0gdl2WrSwUHaQwTTGc%2FVQtTTs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foutside.vermont.gov%2Fagency%2FACCD%2FACCD_Web_Docs%2FCD%2FCPR%2FState-Designation-Programs%2FCPR-Funding-Directory.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Elvidge%40vermont.gov%7Ca2b6a2c86fdb4b6bad2208dc4292d073%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638458445521352965%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vE%2FHmLaURvgVo2Pi%2BuXsq%2Bc%2B9cSUt8aSdarOi4mYyKM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faccd.vermont.gov%2Fcommunity-development%2Fsuccess-stories&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Elvidge%40vermont.gov%7Ca2b6a2c86fdb4b6bad2208dc4292d073%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638458445521406742%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SD2oYEw7UhTuyeMwA6Z%2FNtVjx5PlsoPUBSbyT6ZfV%2FQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Faccd.vermont.gov%2Fcommunity-development%2Ffunding-incentives%2Fmunicipal-planning-grant&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Elvidge%40vermont.gov%7Ca2b6a2c86fdb4b6bad2208dc4292d073%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638458445521358982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DzoeGB3QUG5Raw%2FyrTueMvZsq9ZFC2SxrYRimLa6Uro%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Faccd.vermont.gov%2Fhistoric-preservation%2Ffunding%2Fhistoric-preservation-grants&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Elvidge%40vermont.gov%7Ca2b6a2c86fdb4b6bad2208dc4292d073%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638458445521364657%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AenNsXuvczXBr%2FWt%2B3V3q3Cq%2FfahSMdRJKT0u8L%2BhRw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbrc.gov%2Fcontent%2FCatalyst&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Elvidge%40vermont.gov%7Ca2b6a2c86fdb4b6bad2208dc4292d073%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638458445521369952%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hJ4%2FFf%2BePT08KeV81%2By81yK6o86IhGr0OY%2B5vpkjWFA%3D&reserved=0
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grow outdoor recreation infrastructure and economies; and construct new childcare and 

healthcare facilities.  

• Cultural Facilities Grants - grants to help enhance, create, or expand the capacity of an existing 

building to provide cultural activities for the public.  

• Downtown and Village Center Tax Credits – tax credits to help improvements to commercial 

properties (and income-producing residential and nonprofit properties) in the designated village 

center.  See the FAQs for more information and review last year’s guidelines and application here. 

• Sustainable & Resilient New England Libraries Grant – for projects that improve the 

sustainability and resilience of libraires – including weatherization, energy efficiency, technology 

and outreach initiatives. (We are aware E. Hardwick doesn’t have a library of it’s own, but 

perhaps there is possibility to work together on outreach initiatives). 

• The Better Places program may be able to help many of your initiatives that you shared that’s 

focused on creating or enhancing community gathering spaces and public places.  Learn more 

about Better Places at our website, program guide, placemaking toolkit, and program webinar 

which shares more details about the program and provides tools to help develop your project 

forward, including budget and schedule templates, action plans, and sample press release. ** As 

of 11/7/2024, no funding is available. 

• Municipal Energy Resilience Program: Municipalities may conduct community education and 

outreach regarding Vermont's climate policies and incentives to cut energy costs, lower 

greenhouse gas emissions, and improve energy resilience in municipally owned buildings. 

• Small Grants for Smart Growth - Small Grants for Smart Growth provides seed money for 

catalyzing community-based initiatives related to smart growth. 

• Village Trust Initiative - The Village Trust Initiative will help towns set up or galvanize a local 

trust to take on projects that address a community need such as the revitalization of a general 

store, the creation of a community center, improvement of accessibility and use of underutilized 

town halls, the transition of large historic single-household dwellings into village-scale affordable 

housing, and more.  Reach out to VCRD or Preservation Trust of Vermont to learn more. 

• Paul Bruhn Revitalization Grants - The Preservation Trust of Vermont offers grants to preserve 

and restore buildings and community gathering spaces of economic and social significance in 

rural communities. Examples of work we support are roof repair or replacement, structural 

repairs, facade, window and door restoration or repair, code compliance work, and climate 

resiliency improvements. Grants will be made in increments of $50,000-$100,000. 

• Vermont Community Development Program – offers federal Community Development Block 

Grants to support housing, infrastructure, economic/community development, including making 

public buildings accessible. 

• AARP Community Challenge Grants - The AARP Community Challenge’s focus on tangible 

projects, community engagement and its quick-action timeline helps selected grantees fast-track 

ideas and replicate promising practices. Previous projects have demonstrated an ability to garner 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vermontartscouncil.org%2Fgrants-and-services%2Forganizations%2Fcultural-facilities&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Elvidge%40vermont.gov%7Ca2b6a2c86fdb4b6bad2208dc4292d073%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638458445521374922%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DhFzY5j2OgTYhKYXTRaECqn7l%2FFl5x9kaPb1FdcBSjU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Faccd.vermont.gov%2Fhistoric-preservation%2Ffunding%2Ftax-credits&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Elvidge%40vermont.gov%7Ca2b6a2c86fdb4b6bad2208dc4292d073%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638458445521380022%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yrqEjbZhSzZkqFxWBF135vJGAUehNpNAaNp0jfD%2BUY8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Faccd.vermont.gov%2Fsites%2Faccdnew%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2FCD%2FCPR%2FDHCD-HTC-Program%2520Information-FrequentlyAskedQuestions.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Elvidge%40vermont.gov%7Ca2b6a2c86fdb4b6bad2208dc4292d073%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638458445521385213%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Qno1NTEC5dKih736GNO3OFk9dIju0z%2FePbIGEcKERaA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foutside.vermont.gov%2Fagency%2FACCD%2FACCD_Web_Docs%2FHP%2FHP-Grants%2FTax_Credits%2F2023_HTCGuidelinesandApplication.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Elvidge%40vermont.gov%7Ca2b6a2c86fdb4b6bad2208dc4292d073%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638458445521390656%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ygDx2GsDr9HkyuYgQoKQxv74Dwv8j4AVTOTTLR7gE2A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.arsl.org%2Farsl-new-england-libraries-grants&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Elvidge%40vermont.gov%7Ca2b6a2c86fdb4b6bad2208dc4292d073%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638458445521396292%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=45%2FT7N3C1mB1T2UlvmIKzwPOHvvtnbU70rfP9%2FuWANk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.patronicity.com%2FBetterPlacesVT&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Elvidge%40vermont.gov%7Ca2b6a2c86fdb4b6bad2208dc4292d073%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638458445521423015%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EN%2BUH82%2F3SSpa5%2Be%2B91LzxngCQqsD7VNBs8vKm34%2Bfo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.patronicity.com%2FBetterPlacesVT&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Elvidge%40vermont.gov%7Ca2b6a2c86fdb4b6bad2208dc4292d073%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638458445521428663%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B84u7wK0SrwxncIze8Nl5a%2Fna%2FcXGpVRUEeBehAFKPk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foutside.vermont.gov%2Fagency%2FACCD%2FACCD_Web_Docs%2FCD%2FCPR%2FBetter-Places%2FCPR-Better-Places-Guide-FINAL.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Elvidge%40vermont.gov%7Ca2b6a2c86fdb4b6bad2208dc4292d073%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638458445521433996%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4HvbF1ZppJdm5LloneZZDovHWk9xMFQrGHtD9Q2RG5I%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foutside.vermont.gov%2Fagency%2FACCD%2FACCD_Web_Docs%2FCD%2FCPR%2FBetter-Places%2FCPR-Better-Places-Toolkit.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Elvidge%40vermont.gov%7Ca2b6a2c86fdb4b6bad2208dc4292d073%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638458445521441623%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5eDlRe1aSXSem2kRJqOaKW4ebNRq9DCMutfTrGirDvY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DQSRb23AKuuQ&data=05%7C02%7CNatalie.Elvidge%40vermont.gov%7Ca2b6a2c86fdb4b6bad2208dc4292d073%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638458445521447861%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RHuD769A5RpZauI0IthiAOZ%2BRW3DyT1FHQ8PIxHzGGE%3D&reserved=0
https://bgs.vermont.gov/municipal-energy-resilience-program/mini-grants
https://vnrc.org/small-grants-for-smart-growth/
https://ptvermont.org/village-trust-initiative/
https://ptvermont.org/help/grants/paul-bruhn-historic-revitalization-grants/
https://accd.vermont.gov/community-development/funding-incentives/vcdp
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/
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additional funds or support from public and private funders, encourage innovation, overcome 

local policy barriers and receive greater overall awareness and engagement. 

• AARP Winter Placemaking Grants - The grants fund quick-action projects that initiate winter 

placemaking demonstrations focused on creating or reinventing public spaces to improve safety, 

accessibility, and overall appeal.  

•  Small Grants for Smart Growth - Small Grants for Smart Growth provides seed money for 

catalyzing, community-based initiatives that are grounded in or help to support smart growth. (In 

2024, VNRC’s Small Grants for Smart Growth program, in collaboration with Preservation Trust 

of Vermont, is seeking competitive applications for a special grant round of up to $5,000 for 

communities seeking to build momentum toward flood-resilient community development.)  

• Mini Grants – Some communities have set up programs such as St. Albans to offer “mini grants. 

For instance, St. Albans has opportunities for rendering services. 

• Spark Connecting Community grant program - The Spark program will accept applications from 

hyperlocal, place-based projects (applications from a single community or a few towns working 

in partnership in the same region) or statewide/regional projects that support a community of 

individuals with a shared identity or interest. VCF aims to support emerging grassroots projects 

with the potential to build social capital—the connective tissue of our communities. 

• Enact:  

• Vacant property ordinances 

• Zoning changes 

https://livabilityvt.secure-platform.com/a
https://vnrc.org/small-grants-for-smart-growth/
https://vermontcf.org/funds/spark/

